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University (aka college) opportunities in the US & Canada



Choosing a university in the US & Canada
There are around 2500 individual institutions in the US and 450 in Canada. Each of these 
have a very different ethos, a different culture, a different value system. Overall the choice of 
education is huge.

How to find the best fit? Consider what is important to you in terms of:

● Subject choice: humanities, sciences, applied or theoretical, vocational etc
● Location: climate, rural / urban, big city / small town.
● Value system / educational philosophy
● Future career prospects

TIP: Consider creating a “mind map” of what is important to you and why.

TIP: Use your answers to help create a short-list that will give a positive framework for your 
research. 



What’s important to you? Creating a mind map
Step 1: write down the things that are most 
important to you, in terms of choosing university / 
course, and give them a score (1 = most important, 
5 = less important). 

➔ Examples might include location, student life, 
sports & societies, career aspirations, fees / 
costs, etc. 

Step 2: beside each, write down why each of 
these is important to you. 

Which 
University?



Using UNIFROG to research your options
Unifrog is an online platform which helps students to:

● research post-Bac study opportunities on English speaking courses throughout the 
world. 

● organise themselves so that they can submit the strongest applications, on time and 
in the correct format. 

IMPORTANT! Unifrog is the primary way that the University Guidance Team will 
communicate with students. Make sure your access is working correctly and get used 
to using it!

● Lost your Unifrog login? Reset it using your @csilyon.fr email address from the following 
link : https://www.unifrog.org/reset-password

● Never signed up? https:/www.unifrog.org/code using the code LYOI1er24and your 
@csilyon.fr email address.

● Contact university@csianglo.org if you have any problems accessing your Unifrog account.

https://www.unifrog.org
https://www.unifrog.org/reset-password
https://www.unifrog.org/code
mailto:university@csianglo.org


UNIFROG Parent Accounts

Parents can set up a parent account on Unifrog

This can be used to research subjects, institutions, online courses etc and to try out the quizzes and 
other tools that are available. 

It is not linked to your child’s account and not intended to be used to ‘track’ their progress. 

A sign-up code was sent out to all 1ère parents on 31/01/2023 to allow them to sign-up and create a 
parental account. This link will now have expired but the code remains active. You can sign up using the 
following code LYOIParents50 

NB: Please don’t be tempted to set up a ‘fake’ student account. Our advisers actively use Unifrog to 
track individual student progress and the presence of 'fake' student accounts can cause confusion.  

https://www.unifrog.org


Applying to universities in the US



Global rankings of universities 2023
1st Massachusetts Institute of Technology US
2nd University of Cambridge UK
3rd Stanford University US
3rd University of Oxford UK
4th Harvard University US
=6th California Institute of Technology US
=6th Imperial College London UK
8th University College London UK
9th ETH Zurich Switzerland
10th University of Chicago US

https://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/world-university-rankings/2023 

https://www.topuniversities.com/university-rankings/world-university-rankings/2023


Points to consider: studying in the US

There are different types of US colleges, and your student experience will depend 
on which type you choose:

○ Ivy Leagues
○ Other private institutions
○ Publicly funded institutions
○ Liberal Art Colleges

Think about what academic pathways might suit your subject or area of interest

Look at the funding options - and be realistic when considering fees and costs. 



The Ivy League

This group consists of 8 private research universities in the US, which includes some 
of the most prestigious in the world. 

● Columbia University
● Harvard University
● Princeton University
● Yale University
● Brown University
● Dartmouth  College
● University of Pennsylvania
● Cornell University



Other private universities
These include:

● MIT (Massachusetts Institute of Technology)
● Stanford University
● University of Chicago
● California University of Technology
● Duke University
● John Hopkins University

Looking back at the global ranking, you’ll see 
that some of these institutions actually rank 
considerably higher than some of the Ivy 
Leagues



Publicly-funded universities and colleges 
Publicly-funded, flagship universities for the state. These are typically cheaper than 
the private colleges and Ivy Leagues but some of them - such as UCLA and 
Berkeley - rival the Ivy Leagues. Classes are larger, but you will meet a much wider, 
more diverse group of students. 

● UCLA - University of California Los Angeles
● University of California--Berkeley
● University of Michigan--Ann Arbor
● University of Virginia
● University of California--Santa Barbara.
● University of Florida
● University of North Carolina--Chapel Hill
● University of California--San Diego



Liberal Arts Colleges 
What is a Liberal Arts college? 

● Usually undergraduate-only
● Often smaller than other institutions
● Specific ‘liberal’ view of education - studies are more 

general, less vocational.
● Advantage: not competing with postgrads for time / 

resources / access to lecturers
● Disadvantage: not ideal for students already know what 

they want to study especially vocational courses or those 
who want to be involved in research as an 
undergraduate

TIP: Don’t appear in rankings (as they are undergraduate-only) 
but don’t discount them if they fall into your ‘best fit’ category

Examples include:

● Williams College
● Amherst College
● Swarthmore College
● Pomona College
● Wellesley College
● Bowdoin College
● United States Naval 

Academy
● Claremont McKenna 

College



What will I study in a Liberal Arts degree? 
● Liberal arts spans every discipline - natural 

sciences, sciences, humanities…..
● Students choose to ‘major’ in one or two 

fields, usually at the end of their second year
● Study programmes are usually made up of ⅓ 

common curriculum, ⅓ major , ⅓ electives. 
● The programme is designed to allow students 

to gain a broad knowledge of various 
disciplines and across many different subjects 
(e.g. maths, sociology, Mandarin, chemistry, 
politics etc). The aim is to provide a 
well-rounded education.



What if I do want to study a specific subject?
➔ Most ‘top’ universities are pretty strong in all subjects.
➔ You can also choose a university that specialises in the subject that you want to study. 

◆ These might be smaller and not appear in the overall rankings: you’ll need to do some 
subject specific research.

Engineering: Stanford, Princeton, MIT, Columbia, Caltech, Georgia Institute of Technology (13th in the 
world of Engineering and Technology, 14% non-GA res) and Olin College (focus predominantly on 
Engineering, project-based, 13%).

Fine Arts Schools: The Cooper Union (half of all students who go there get some form of 
scholarship), 2nd best place for Art (specialise in Engineering and Art)

Business: taking a postgrad MBA (after completing undergraduate economics) is more usual in the 
US and less than half of US colleges have undergraduate business schools or offer business as a 
major. Exceptions are UC Berkeley has (7th best in US), the Stern Business School at New York 
University, or the Dyson School at Cornell. 

Political Science : Georgetown (4th best in USA) based in Washington - internships in Capitol Hill 



Size and location of universities
The size and location of the institution you choose will have a 
direct impact on your daily life. Universities can range in size from 
a few hundred students to a tens of thousands of students, and 
are located across the US

For example:

Amherst College: 1,850 undergraduates, small campus, student 
faculty ratio of 7:1, small-town / rural setting 

COMPARED TO…

New York University: 29,700 undergraduates, located in the 
centre of New York. 

More information about different campuses: 

https://www.unifrog.org/student/usa/regions

Nature reserve & 
trail on campus at 
Amherst College

Campus buildings in 
downtown New York

https://www.unifrog.org/student/usa/regions


Using Unifrog for research and making choices

● Introduction / background

https://www.unifrog.org/student/usa/start

● Regions: where to study?

https://www.unifrog.org/student/usa/regions

● Subjects: what to study?

https://www.unifrog.org/student/usa/subjects

https://www.unifrog.org/student/usa/start
https://www.unifrog.org/student/usa/regions
https://www.unifrog.org/student/usa/subjects
https://www.unifrog.org










Fees, costs and financial aid
● Costs are a major consideration when thinking about studying in the US. Fees can be up to $80,000 per 

year or more; more often around $40,000 - 50,000 per year.
● It is up to each student / applicant to research their own situation and make informed decisions about 

applying to specific courses and institutions
● Every university sets its own fees, has its own financial aid admissions policy and its own way of offering 

financial assistance. There will be ‘family contribution calculator’ on all college websites.

● Note also that your residence status / nationality will be important as different rules are often in place 
for international students compared to US ones. 

● Needs Blind universities = the financial resources of applicants are not taken into account when 
considering applications. Successful applicants may be offered a financial aid package.

○ This group includes some very high ranking institutions: MIT, Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Amherst.
● Needs Aware universities = the financial resources of the applicant will be taken into account in the 

assessment process
○ There are seven need-aware colleges offering full financial aid, including: Caltech, Swarthmore.



Fees, costs and funding: other funding sources
Various scholarships and other funding sources are available, but note 
they are highly competitive and generally granted to exceptional 
candidates:

US-based funding: Robertstown Scholarship, Courage to Grow, Dr 
Pepper Giveaway, Scholarship Points scheme. For all US-based 
schemes check the eligibility criteria carefully as many are restricted 
to US citizens and / or residents. 

Applying for scholarships as an international student

Sports scholarships: if you excel in a sport, you may be able to qualify 
for a sports scholarship at your chosen university. 

Private scholarships.

https://www.scholarshippoints.com/
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/student/advice/scholarships-available-us-international-students?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=student-newsletter&mc_cid=e754a0cea4&mc_eid=d92cf873af
https://www.istudentvoice.com/how-to-find-a-full-ride-scholarship-as-an-international-student-athlete/


Are you planning to apply to the US ?

● Send an email to university@csianglo.org and tell us about your plans. The earlier you 
can do this, the better we can help you! Ideally, we need to hear from you before the 
end of 1ère.

● Decide if you are going to sit standard tests (SATs) and start researching the dates and 
courses (the UG team encourage students to sit some sort of standardised test if 
studying in the US is the DREAM)

● Know the deadlines - usually students apply through Common App, with deadlines as 
early as October 2023 for courses starting in September 2024. 
○ You apply either through  the Common App or directly to the institution 
○ Deadlines will depend whether you apply as Early Action, Early Decision or 

Regular Decision 

mailto:university@csianglo.org


Applying to universities in Canada



Thinking of applying to Canada? 

Canada has always been a popular destination for our students: 

● Fees - if you are a  French national you may be eligible for lower fees 
from certain institutions (McGill university, for example).

● French speakers / bilingual students will feel at home, especially in 
Quebec. Canada as a whole is officially bilingual, English-French. 

● Experience - the North American campus experience at a fraction of 
the price compared to US universities 

● Excellent student life - three of the top ‘student cities’ are Montréal, 
Toronto and Vancouver. 



Global university rankings 2023 - Canadian Universities

Canadian universities include some of the best in the world. 

Global 
Ranking

Institution

26 University of Toronto

=27 McGill University

46 University of British Columbia

111 University of Montréal

126 University of Alberta



Applying to a faculty: admission requirements
Canadian universities are generally organised 
into different faculties, usually based around 
subjects e.g. Faculty of Education, Faculty of 
Science etc. When you apply, you will be 
applying to one (or more) specific faculty(ies) 
within the institution. 

Each faculty sets its own admission 
requirements. These usually relate to:

● specific subjects that have been taken in 
1ère and / or Terminale and;

● the minimum requirements (marks / 20) 
for each.

These are outlined on the admissions pages for 
each institution. Canadian universities are 
(usually) very familiar with the French 
baccalaurèat. 

Example of admissions 
requirements, from McGill



Using UNIFROG to research your choices

● Log on to Unifrog
● Click on Canadian 

Universities
● Type in your 

subject keywords - 
business, biology, 
history etc.







Fees & funding considerations 

Scholarships

● Most institutions will offer some sort of 
scholarships.

● These are fiercely competitive but are worth 
applying for. 

○ NB. for McGill you apply for the scholarship AFTER you 
have been accepted.

When thinking about costs, remember to budget for 
the cost of meal packages / accommodation on 
campus: most students will live on campus for their 
first year at least. 



Applications and deadlines 

Applying is fairly straightforward: in most cases applications can be done online, 
directly through the websites of individual institutions.

Applicants are judged on their academic record to date.

Deadlines are usually  from mid-January but most students would apply once they 
have their first bulletin from Tle. Students usually start get responses from 
sometime in February but could be waiting to hear until April. 

If you are thinking of applying please let us know by sending an email to 
university@csianglo.org 

mailto:university@csianglo.org


Summary & Questions

● 1ère students: please get in touch with the University Guidance service before 
the end of the 1ère if you are planning to apply to either the US or Canada.

● Use Unifrog to do your own research, narrow down your choices and find out 
more about fees & funding. 

Any Questions? 


